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establish full control of the Red Sea Provinces and lay
a railway to Berber, and General Graham was given a
force of 13,000 British, British Indian and New South
Wales troops for the purpose.
During March, 1885, these British troops fought several
costly but indecisive engagements with Osman Digna, but,
meanwhile, the policy of the British Government had
undergone a complete change and orders were given for
the suspension of the Suakin-Berber railway project,
though Suakin was still to be held, and for the evacuation
of Dongola.
About the same time, in June, 1885, the Mahdi died,
and was succeeded by the Khalifa Abdullahi.
In July, 1885, Kassala fell and by November the Der-
vishes, bent on ejecting the alien from every part of the
Sudan and carrying the war into Egypt, were in touch
with the frontier field force, which consisted at the time
of some 1,700 British and 1,500 Egyptian troops. The
Dervish forces were defeated at the battle of Ginnis on the
30th December, 1885. Nubar Pasha, President of the
Council, had already written to Emin in the far south,
telling him that the Government had been obliged to
" abandon " the Sudan, and that he must find his own
way out as best he could. It only remained for the
Egyptian Army to hold the frontier at Haifa and main-
tain whatever was left of Egyptian authority in the
Eastern Sudan, i.e., to defend Suakin.
Elsewhere the Khalifa was now supreme and he pro-
ceeded to make plans for an attack on Egypt. He was
only prevented from putting them into effect during the
next three years by the situatio?i in the east and west of
the Sudan.
In the west there were serious revolts in Darfur during
1887, 1888 and 1889, and the Kababish tribe in Northern
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